[Role of brain serotonin in the regulation of sexual maturation in male rats].
The effect of decrease of the brain serotonin level in different periods of prepubertal development on sexual maturation of male rats, was studied. Injections of p-CPA on the 30th and 34th days of life activated the endocrine function of testis in 60-day old animals. Injections of p-CPA later in life, on the 40th and 44th days, delayed sexual maturation as revealed by a decrease of spermatogenesis and endocrine function of testis. The data obtained suggest that serotonin has a dual role in regulation of the rate of sexual maturation in different periods of prepubertal age.